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The A rmy remains the most
respected army in the wo rl d. To d ay,
the scope of A rmy operations ex t e n d s
b eyond conventional wa r fighting to
the full spectrum of operations. Our
NSS is founded on continued U. S.
e n gagement and leadership ab ro a d,
enhancing our security thro u g h
i n t egrated ap p ro a ches that shape the
i n t e rn ational env i ro n m e n t , respond to
c ri s e s , and prep a re now for an
u n c e rtain future. To d ay ’s A rmy is
f u l ly engaged in executing and
p rep a ring to support the full ra n ge of
m i l i t a ry operations re q u i red by our
NSS and NMS.

The A rmy conducts an ex t e n s ive
a rray of shaping operations. In
F Y 1 9 9 9 , U. S. soldiers continued to
fa c i l i t ate civil implementation of the
D ayton Peace A c c o rds in support of
t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  Treaty
Organization’s (NATO) operations in
Bosnia. Elsewh e re, U. S. soldiers stood
with our allies in Ko rea and the
M i ddle East to deter aggre s s i o n , wh i l e
United States A rmy Euro p e
(USAREUR) played a major role in
the Pa rt n e rship for Peace (PfP) and
other engagement programs to
p romote stability and intero p e rab i l i t y
with allies and part n e rs. Soldiers
d ep l oyed for peaceke eping operat i o n s
in the Sinai and continued securi t y
and civil assistance activities in Haiti.
Th ey provided training on
h u m a n i t a rian demining operations in
22 countri e s , s u p p o rted the war on
d rugs at home and ab ro a d, a n d
p e r fo rmed civic assistance missions  

f rom Mongolia to Latin A m e rica. In
eve ry corner of the globe, A rmy
s h aping activities promoted regi o n a l
s t ability and improved conditions in
s u p p o rt of U. S. values and intere s t s .

The deployment of Army combat
forces  to  Kuwait , Albania, and
Kosovo in FY1999 demonstrated the
Army’s readiness to respond. In
Kuwait, the Army deterred Iraqi
action during the Desert Fox bombing
campaign. Task Force (TF) Hawk’s
deployment  to  Albania  dur ing
NATO’s air war against Yugoslavia
provided Army-specific capabilities
for campaign planners. After the
bombing stopped, the  Army  p u t
“boots on the ground” to support the
peacekeeping process. U.S. Army
soldiers also provided key skills in
support of Operation Stabilize in
Indonesia.

To  p repare for an uncertain
future, the Army announced a new
Vision to forge a more strategically
responsive, yet dominant, force for
the 21st century. It also continued a
rigorous training program and broad
efforts to integrate the AC and RC.
Th e  f i e l d i n g  o f  1 0  W M D  C i v i l
Support teams improved the Nation’s
posture for responding to incidents
involving WMD. Whether lending a
hand to help nations suffering from
natural disaster, standing its ground
to protect U.S. interests abroad, or
t a k i n g  s t e p s  t o  p rep a r e  f o r
tomorrow’s challenges, the U.S. Army
continues to perform its missions ably
and well.
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The Army: Engaged, Decisive,
and Versatile

The A rmy — AC ,A R N G, U S A R ,a n d
A rmy civilians—has a non-nego t i abl e
c o n t ract to fight and win the Nat i o n ’s
wa rs. By law, it is assigned the tasks of
d e fending the United States and its
t e rri t o ries; supporting national policies
and objectives; and defe ating nat i o n s
re s p o n s i ble for aggression that endange rs
the peace and security of the United
S t ates. These tasks, in the context of the
i n t e rn ational security env i ro n m e n t , d rive
the size and shape of the A rmy.

As of the end of FY1999, the A rmy
consisted of 1,268,633 people. Of these,
t h e re we re 479,426 soldiers in the AC ;
357,469 soldiers in the ARNG; 206,836
s o l d i e rs in the USAR; and 224,902 A rmy
c ivilians. It is a globally engaged fo rc e,
h e av i ly committed to meeting the
re q u i rements of the NSS and NMS. On
a ny given day, m o re than 140,000 A rmy
p e rsonnel are fo r wa rd stationed or
d ep l oyed in A f ri c a , Asia and the Pa c i fi c,
E u ro p e, L atin A m e ri c a , and the Midd l e

East. Soldiers and civilians stationed in
the United States perfo rm other cri t i c a l
ro l e s , f rom ke eping wa r fi g h t i n g
o rga n i z ations re a dy for wo rl dw i d e
e m p l oyment today to building the tools
n e c e s s a ry to ensure readiness tomorrow.
Wh e rever they serve, A m e ri c a ’s soldiers
and A rmy civilians are making
s i g n i ficant contri butions to our Nat i o n
and helping improve conditions fo r
people all over the wo rl d.

The A rmy is trained and equipped fo r
the ove r whelming and synch ro n i ze d
ap p l i c ation of land combat powe r.
L a n d p ower is uniquely decisive.

Committing soldiers on the ground is the
u l t i m ate statement of U. S. re s o l ve to
d e fe at an adve rs a ry or compel him to
ch a n ge his course of action. In concert
with the joint team and the fo rces of our
a l l i e s , l a n d p ower provides decisive
c ap ability for countering intern at i o n a l
t h re ats and defending U. S. interests. Th e
p resence of landpower also guara n t e e s
compliance with the terms of peace.
Fi n a l ly, l a n d p ower enables the
e s t ablishment of legi t i m ate authority to

rebuild the area of confl i c t .
Since the effective use of modern

combined  a rms  requ i re s  d ive r se
capabilities, the Army trains soldiers in
over 500 specialties. Skills that support
the application of combat power also
play a central role in operations aimed at
shaping the international environment.
Furthermore, armies are the dominant
component in the militaries of most
other nations. They share organizational
features with the Army that facilitate
cooperative endeavors. Therefore, the
United States Army is not only critical to
America’s ability to win wars, it is also
the principal  mil i tary-to-mil i tary
engagement tool for influencing the
policies and actions of other nations. 

As the Nation’s largest land combat
force, globally engaged and comprising
a wide range of specialized skills, the
Army is the force the Nation relies on
most  heavi ly  to  per form the  fu l l
spectrum of military operations. Since
1989, the average frequency of Army
contingency deployments has increased
from one every four years to one every
f o u r t e e n  w e e k s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e
operations have been brief; others have
evolved into ongoing commitments for
our forces.  While executing these
missions, the Army has remained ready
at all times to meet the warfighting
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U.S. soldiers conduct searches for illegal
weapons in Kosovo.


